
 
 
 
 
Mayor Haynes and Councilors 
Saanich 
 
Sep 27, 2021 
 

Re: Tolmie Pickleball Courts 
 

Dear Mayor Haynes and Council, 
 
First, I want to express the thanks of the entire pickleball community for the exemplary courts at 
Tolmie and McMinn Parks. They were the first dedicated, purpose-built courts in the CRD and 
they are much appreciated. They are well constructed and treasured by picklers from Saanich 
and beyond. 
 
The pickleball community is vastly underserved in the entire CRD. There are nowhere near 
enough courts to meet the demand of the continued, sustained growth of pickleball over the last 
10 years. COVID-19 underscored the need for outdoor recreational activities and put additional 
pressure on all courts. The Tolmie courts, being centrally located, dedicated, and well-
constructed have, no doubt, experienced increased pressure from that prior to COVID-19. 
 
In the long term, the single most important measure that Saanich can take to address the 
pressure on courts is to both build more courts and encourage neighboring municipalities to 
follow Saanich’s lead.  
 
Saanich has lined some tennis courts for pickleball play. This situation is not ideal and conflict 
between tennis and pickleball has arisen to such a degree that Pickleball BC and Tennis BC 
formed a task force to address it. The task force is in the final stages of work on a joint set of 
recommendations to municipal decision makers on how best to serve both pickleball and tennis 
players. A goal of the task force is to have the recommendations ready for release in time to fit 
into the municipal budget cycle.  
 
We understand that the future of the Tolmie courts will be discussed at an upcoming Council 
Meeting. We hope that Saanich will defer decisions, considering both the reduced playing hours 
of Fall/Winter, and the upcoming release of the joint task force recommendations. Such deferral 
will go some way to ensuring that long term planning is as well informed as possible.  
 
The Victoria Regional Pickleball Association is very willing to continue its ongoing consultation 
with all departments of Parks and Recreation and look forward to future developments. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
Trish Main 
President, VRPA 

   
Copies Gary Darrah, Julie Lommerse, Suzanne Samborski  

www.victoriapickleball.org 
vicrpba@gmail.com	


